COMMUNITY INTEGRATION ADVISORY COMMISSION
Community Integration Implementation team

JOINT MEETING

September 24, 2010 ~ 11:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Virginia Housing Center

4224 Cox Road, Glen Allen, Virginia
Meeting Minutes
Members Present

Commission

Carter Harrison (Chair), Joan Manley (Vice Chair), Linda Wyatt (Secretary),Bill Fuller, Kelly Hickok, Doris Ray, Karen Michalski-Karney, John Contreras (on phone), Debe Fults, Jamie Liban, and Becky Sterling.  A quorum of the Commission was present for the meeting.
Team 

Karin Clark (VDSS), Bruce DeSimone for Bill Fuller (VHDA),  Rhonda Jeter (SILC), Shea Hollifield (DHCD), Bob Eiffert for Verdia Haywood (VALHSO), Liz Hayes (DPOR), Heidi Lawyer (VBPD), Maureen Hollowell (VACIL) (on phone), Marianne Moore (VDOE), Theresa Preda (DRS), Courtney Tierney (V4A), Jason Rachel (DMAS), Neil Sherman (DRPT), Kathy Thompson for Gloria Westerman (VCCS) Jane Ward-Solomon (DBVI), Robyn Bumgardner (VEC), and Margaret Walsh (DBHDS).  A quorum of the Team was present for the meeting.
Others   

Keith Hare, Deputy Secretary of Health and Human Services, James A. Rothrock, Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) and Interim Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Aging (VDA), Mary Margaret Cash (DRS), Gail Nardi (VDSS), Marcia DuBois (DRS). 

Members Absent 

Commission
Pat Bennett, Marie Gerardo, Eric Edmonds, Charles Brown, Richard Moore, Lana Hurt, Michael Smith, and Kirby Wright. 
Team  
Janet Areson (VML), George Braunstein (VACSB), Ralph Davis (OST), Kelly Harris-Braxton (VFC), Steven Combs (DVS), Bill Peterson (VDA), Leslie Hutcheson-Prince (VDDHH), Gary Krapf (SCHEV), Dean Lynch (VACO), Alan Saunders (OCS), David Smith (OSCT), Paula Saxby (DHP), David Suttle (VDH) , Alexis Thornton-Crump (VDOT), Jack Wood (MHPC), and Patricia DeZern (VADOC ).
Call to Order and Introductions
Carter Harrison called the meeting to order at 11:11 a.m.  He welcomed everyone and asked all in attendance to introduce themselves.

Public Comment

There was no public comment.

Consideration:  March 23, 2010 and October 13, 2009 Advisory Commission Meeting Notes (Commission only)
The March 23, 2010  Commission meeting minutes were presented for review and acceptance.  
A correction was made to the draft minutes to clarify that Byron Stith is not a member.  
.

There being no objection, the minutes were accepted with correction by consensus. Since minutes for the Joint meeting on June 23, 2009 were not included in the packet, they will be approved at the next Joint meeting.

Overview of Work Plan for Coming Year




Carter Harrison, Chairman
Carter Harrison explained that it might be wise to perform a more thorough updating of the plan since we have a new administration. There will be speakers today covering topics that may lead to the development of work groups. 
The Commission will make recommendations to the governor at the end of the day.  Since this could be a lengthy process, Team members are welcome to stay, but may choose to leave at that time 
Where We Are Now

Carter Harrison, Chairman
Carter Harrison reported that Julie Stanley retired at the start of the new administration.  A similar position is currently being advertised at DRS with the same responsibilities and goals.   He has received assurances from Secretary Hazel that we can expect the same level of cooperation.  The position will close in early October.
Only Senate and House appointments have been made.  Unfortunately, the Commission was inadvertently left off of the Governor’s appointments list.  This problem has been corrected and new appointments should be made soon.
Money Follows the Person Update &


Family Members as Paid Caregivers Task Group Report

Jason Rachel, Money Follows the Person Project Director 
Jason Rachel reported that a summary of his report to Mary Margaret Cash this morning for her to forward to members. He then gave the following summary:
MFP Enrollment as of August 31, 2010
· 235 total MFP enrollees
· 174 have transitioned
· 61 developing transition plan
· By Waiver Enrollment

· 99 MR/IID

· 70 EDCD 


· 3 Tech
· 1 HIV/AIDS

· 1 DD
Jason reported that they are way below the original estimates and are recalculating.  Currently, they are processing 12-14 new people each month and hope to get up to the original projections of 25-30 per month.

Transition Coordination Agency Provider Update

· 31 Transition Coordination Provider Agencies 

· 10 Private, Non-Profits

· 9 Area Agencies on Aging

· 10 Centers for Independent Living

· 1 Community Service Board

· 1 Local Department of Social Service Office

Coverage Area of Transition Coordination Agencies
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Jason Rachel reported that the Piedmont Independent Living Center in Danville recently became a transition coordination provider and will cover the previously uncovered lower counties in Planning Districts 13 &14. 
Programmatic Updates

· Quality, Affordable Healthcare for All Americans Act of 2010

· Section 2403 of the QUALITY, AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR ALL AMERICANS ACT of 2010 has extended the demonstration grant program appropriations an additional five years through 2016. 
· 100% Federal Administrative Match Proposal
· CMS approved Virginia’s request for administrative funding to support MFP activities which includes additional staffing at both DMAS and DBHDS, training, marketing and travel.  There are NO matching State funds required to cover the costs.
· There will be five new positions:  1 housed at DBHDS to work with the state training centers; 1 housing specialist housed at DMAS; 1 community integration specialist; 1 MFP analyst; and 20% of 5 community resource consultants.
· Section Q of MDS 3.0
· CMS requires implementation of MDS 3.0 on October 1, 2010.

· In Virginia, the Area Agencies on Aging will serve as the Local Contact Agencies to provide information on local resources and refer to local transition facilitators. 
Jason Rachel gave an update on Virginia’s Application for the Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) for Rental Assistance for Non-Elderly Persons with Disabilities. The following highlights were discussed:
· Partnership created between the Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS), Virginia Association of Centers for Independent Living (VACIL) and the Virginia Housing and Development Authority (VHDA) in order to encourage, support and coordinate with local Public Housing Authorities (PHA) their application for both Category 1 and Category 2 Housing Choice Vouchers 

· VACIL and DMAS determined statewide documented need for Category 2 Housing Choice Vouchers to be 270

· 18 PHAs expressed intent to apply for Category 2 

· Supporting documentation was sent to all interested PHAs

· These 18 PHAs are requested a  total of 134 Category 2 Housing Choice Vouchers

· VHDA applied for 200 Category 2 Housing Choice Vouchers

· VHDA partnered with DMAS to apply for 136 Category 2 Housing Choice Vouchers to cover the 34 VHDA agencies that administer the program
· VHDA also partnered with the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS) to apply for 64 Category 2 Housing Choice Vouchers 

Jason Rachel provided a brief overview of the ADRC Nursing Home Transition and Diversion Grant.   It will provide the infrastructure needed to support the ADRCs including bringing the remaining nine AAAs into the No Wrong Door information system.  Additionally, it will offer training from VACIL to community partners and assist in the implementation of Section Q.
Jason also reported that he will convene a meeting of the Task Group for Family Members as Paid Caregivers before the next meeting. 
12:15 p.m.
Working Lunch: Micro-Boards 

Bill Fuller, VHDA

Bill Fuller gave a brief overview of the home ownership program available to micro-boards through VHDA.  He explained how each micro-board is set up around the individual with a disability and usually includes family members and friends who form a non-stock corporation.  This corporation applies for the low interest loan to purchase or build housing for the individual.  Bill passed out resources for this program and the Housing 101 resource guide and encouraged members to access these on VHDA’s website.
Updates:  Governor’s Housing Policy Advisory Committee DRS/VDA 



James A. Rothrock, Commissioner

Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services and Interim Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Aging
James A. Rothrock, Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) and Keith Hare, Deputy Secretary of Health and Human Services discussed the change in the Office of Community Integration (OCI) from the Secretariat to DRS and explained that this move in no way diminishes the importance if disability issues, but rather recognizes the success that has been gained between agencies, disability service organizations, and stakeholders and makes the functions of the OCI permanent and ingrained into the department in which it operates.

Deputy Secretary Hare offered apologies for Secretary Hazel being unable to attend today and described Secretary Hazel’s interest in information technology and creating
a one-portal system for people accessing state services.  They will look to the Team and Commission for guidance on this and other disability issues.  He also provided an update on the current budget situation as it relates to human services and invited members to ask questions or comment on his update.  Members expressed concern about various funding items, specifically the growing waiver lists.  Deputy Secretary Hare underscored the importance of communicating with the governor and his staff since there may be some additional funding that could be used or this purpose.  He offered to facilitate such a meeting, if needed.

Commissioner Rothrock provided an update on the Housing Policy Advisory Committee led by Bob Sledd, the Governor’s Senior Economic Advisor. The Committee is designed to examine the general housing environment in the Commonwealth.   He expressed enthusiasm for all of the interagency cooperation on this topic and described the call to action by many to address accessible, affordable housing through options such as visitability tax credits, Easy Living Homes, improved standards for accessibility, and the directive of Secretary Hazel for the Blueprint for Livable Communities.  He encouraged members to attend the Governor’s Housing Conference in November.

Commissioner Rothrock announced the resignation of Commissioner Nablo from VDA who accepted a position with CMS in Baltimore.  He described the natural linkages between the disability and aging communities and the desire of the administration to fill that position with someone familiar with the human services system.  This will facilitate the continued collaboration between both agencies in many arenas including the Aging and Disability Resource Centers (ADRCs) and the Older Blind Program through the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI).
Secretary Hazel appointed Commissioner Rothrock as Senior Advisor to the Virginia Health Care Reform Initiative which should include an examination of disincentives to work.  Commissioner Rothrock invited further discussion regarding best practices on this topic and concerns related to barriers to health care.

Auxiliary Grant Program

Gail Nardi, Adult Services Program Manager, VDSS
Gail Nardi provided a handout of Auxiliary Grant (AG) usage for FY ‘09 and FY ’10.  She described the problems with the low reimbursement rate and the risk of losing automatic Medicaid eligibility for individuals moving from assisted living facilities to the community.  Changes to this eligibility problem would require changes to the State Medicaid Plan and DMAS regulations and create numerous problems.  Additionally, AG portability could limit Virginia’s ability to meet the Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirement, which mandates that the AG program cannot do less than it has done in the past, could jeopardize Virginia’s entire Medicaid program.  For these reasons, DSS reported to the General Assembly in 2008 and 2009 that they found AG portability unfeasible.

She encouraged the members to consider other options such as adult foster care that may meet the same needs without the risk.  There was some discussion about the appropriateness of these programs to address the issue since they do not meet Olmstead requirements.  Carter Harrison suggested that a workgroup broaden its scope to look at the entire structure of AG in Virginia, not just portability.  The group expressed an interest in pursuing this workgroup.  
Transportation: “State Coordination Model for Human Services Transportation” 




Neil Sherman, DRPT 
Neil Sherman provided a handout of the State Coordination Model for Human Service Transportation.  He highlighted his contact information on the back page and encouraged people to contact him with questions.  
Neil gave an overview of federal requirements and mobility management, the 21 regional plans in VA and how they will be updated, and the state level coordination to date.  He also described the transportation training and PASS certification for mobility managers, transportation providers, and others to be held in Blacksburg on November 16-18th.  There will be another travel training offered through Easter Seals Project Action as well.
Discussion:  Public Guardianship

Kathy Miller, Director of Programs, VDA

Kathy Miller provided an update on the current status of public guardianship.  There are currently 14 providers covering most of the Commonwealth.  They lost 18 slots due to budget cuts.  This caused the waiting list to be frozen, but did not impact people receiving services.  She asked the Commission to consider supporting a request to the General Assembly to restore funding to this program.
Carter Harrison mentioned that it took more than ten years for the public guardianship regulations to be approved.  He asked if the group would be interested in addressing the critical success factors related to surrogate decision-makers through a work group that could work with the team and guardianship board.  There was consensus to move forward with this work group next year.

Other Business
 
· Recommendation for the Governor

Carter Harrison opened the floor for a brief discussion of potential recommendation to the Governor.  After extensive discussion, he invited motions for recommendations.
Doris Ray made a motion. The motion was seconded by Joan Manley
Becky Sterling called for question.  Carter Harrison asked for a vote on the call for question.  All voted in favor of the call for question.

Carter Harrison called for a vote on the motion put forward by Doris Ray.  All voted against the motion and the motion failed.
Becky Sterling made a motion to put forward 4 recommendations to the Governor:

· Increase ID and DD Waiver Slots
· Restore Respite cuts in FY ‘12

· Restore 5% provider rate cuts in FY ‘12

· Support increase to Livable Housing Tax Credits
There was further discussion regarding the exclusion of visitability standards and the risk of future freezes to waiver programs.  Clarification was provided that freezes could still occur if Virginia simply fails to request additional slots from CMS.

The need to have a strong statement in the letter that cuts cannot be reinstated and Olmstead needs to be a priority throughout all initiatives was discussed.  Carter Harrison explained that such a statement has been an introductory paragraph in all of the previous letters to the governor.
The motion put forward by Becky Sterling was seconded by Bill Fuller and carried unanimously with one abstention.
· Next date for CIAC meeting
The next meeting date for CIAC will be announced via e-mail.
Adjourn:

Carter Harrison adjourned the meeting at 4:06 p.m.
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