February 15, 2011
Sub: Comprehensive Statewide Needs Assessment Survey

«Participant_Name»
«Address_1»
«City_Name», «State»  «ZIP»
Dear «Participant_Name»:

You are invited to participate in the Comprehensive Statewide Needs Assessment (CSNA) survey to help us measure our progress in carrying out the mission of the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI) to empower the blind, visually impaired, and deafblind citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia to achieve their maximum level of employment, education, and personal independence. 

Your personal information will be kept strictly confidential and your responses will help DBVI and other stakeholders ensure that we are meeting the rehabilitation needs of Virginians with visual disabilities and to identify areas where DBVI can focus, prioritize and improve our services. The Needs Assessment is mandated to be completed every three years, 

according to the Code of Federal Regulations and the information gathered from the Needs Assessment will be used to develop DBVI’s strategic plan, State Plan and Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) budget. Particular attention will be paid to assessing the needs of the individuals with the most significant disabilities, including their need for supported employment services; individuals with disabilities who are minorities; individuals with disabilities who have been unserved or underserved by the VR program; individuals with disabilities served through other components of the statewide workforce investment system.

The general information may be shared with DBVI administrators, the State Rehabilitation Council, and the Office of the Secretary of Health and Human Resources.  Your participation is voluntary however you are encouraged to complete and return the enclosed survey to DBVI using the enclosed self-addressed, postage-paid envelope no later than March 4, 2011. 

Thank you in advance for your feedback and cooperation.







Sincerely, 







Raymond E. Hopkins 








Commissioner







Virginia Department for the 







  Blind and Vision Impaired

