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Important Notice

Please Read
This Resource Directory was compiled by the Virginia Eye Institute and the Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind Volunteer Council.  

This directory may not be copyrighted, trademarked, or sold for compensation under any circumstances.  

This directory may be reproduced in whole or part as needed, but may not be changed without the express permission of the Virginia Eye Institute and the Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind Volunteer Council.

The Virginia Eye Institute and the Virginia Rehabilitation Center Volunteer Council are not responsible for content and advertising on websites and linked pages listed within this Resource Directory.

For additional copies of this Resource Directory, please visit

www.vaeye.com or www.lions24b.org/VRCBVC
Forward all inquires, corrections, deletions and additions to:

Marshall Jordan

804-371-3151 or via E-Mail at JORDANMI@DBVI.State.VA.US
Purpose Statement

The purpose of this resource directory is to inform and educate blind and vision impaired Virginians, their families, friends, and others with an interest in improving their level of independence, about resources that are available to them. 

This directory contains names, contact information and website addresses of state and federal agencies, vendors, and organizations, which provide information, adaptive aids, services and other resources relating to the needs and concerns of blind and vision impaired individuals. 

This Resource Directory is not intended to be an exclusive listing of resources. Nor is this directory an endorsement of any product, vendor or organization.
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Virginia Eye Institute

400 Westhampton Station
Richmond, Virginia 23226

804-282-3931, 800-348-2393 - VA Toll Free

www.vaeye.com
Complete, specialized, convenient eye care is what you will find at Virginia Eye Institute (VEI) - central Virginia's leading eye care practice. The board-certified and fellowship trained ophthalmologists (MD), optometrists (OD), and highly trained staff are among the nation's best, specializing in the diagnosis and treatment of eye disorders.


When surgical care is required, patients receive the latest technology and personal care. In fact, 99% of our patients recommend VEI to their family and friends. VEI's surgical center meets the stringent requirements of the Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care, Inc. and is licensed by the state. 

Access to specialized care is also convenient. VEI offers 10 offices and 4 optical stores in Richmond and surrounding areas.

Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind Volunteer Council

P. O. Box 15131 

Richmond, Virginia 23227

804-371-3151

www.lions24b.org/VRCBVC
The Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind Volunteer Council, incorporated in 1989 as a nonprofit organization, was established to provide support for the Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired and its customers.  The Council consists of representatives from business, civic and community organizations, church groups, sororities and fraternities, staff, volunteers and former customers of the Center and other interested individuals.

The Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind is a state agency with programs administered under the direction of the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired.  The Center's primary objective is to help blind and vision impaired individuals overcome the barriers imposed by loss of vision and regain their independence.
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Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired

397 Azalea Avenue

Richmond, Virginia 23227

804-371-3140 - Voice/TTY

800-622-2155 - Voice/TTY

www.vdbvi.org
The Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI) is committed to providing quality services to assist Virginia’s citizens who are blind, deafblind or vision impaired in achieving their maximum level of employment, education, and personal independence. The department’s services complement and support Governor Warner’s Action Plan for Virginia to promote independent living in the community for Virginians with disabilities.

Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired

401 Azalea Avenue

Richmond, Virginia 23227

804-371-3151 - Voice/TTY

www.vrcbvi.org
The Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired (VRCBVI), operated by the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI), was established in 1970 to provide comprehensive adjustment services to severely visually impaired Virginians.  For a blind person, using senses other than sight to "see" may be difficult at first, but with the proper training, it can be much easier. That is our goal at The Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired. The center teaches blind persons strategies and skills to adapt to living without sight, and we teach people with partial vision ways to use their remaining sight more effectively.

Library and Resource Center

Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired 

395 Azalea Avenue

Richmond, Virginia 23227

804-371-3661 - Voice/TTY

800-552-7015 - Voice/TTY

www.vdbvi.org/lrc.htm
The Library and Resource Center is a component of the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI) from which two fundamental programs are administered. Library services are offered to persons who are physically disabled, visually disabled, hearing impaired or reading disabled. Resource Center services are provided to local school divisions to support education of visually impaired and blind children.
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GENERAL ASSISTANCE

Government Agencies

National
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA; P.O. Box 66738, Washington, DC 20035; 800-514-0301, 800-514-0383 - TTY; U. S. Department of Justice; the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability.   www.usdoj.gov/crt/ada/adahom1.htm
Centers for Medicaid and Medicare; 7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21244-1850; 410-786-3000; The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is a federal agency within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. CMS runs the Medicare and Medicaid programs - two national health care programs that benefit about 75 million Americans. With the Health Resources and Services Administration, CMS runs the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), a program that is expected to cover many of the approximately 10 million uninsured children in the United States. http://cms.hhs.gov
Civil Rights Division - U. S. Department of Justice; Public Access Section, Civil Rights Division, U. S. Dept. of Justice, P.O. Box 66738, Washington, DC 20035; 800-514-0301, 800-514-0383 –TTY; Brochure in Print and Other Formats about the ADA; The primary goal of the Disability Rights Section is to achieve equal opportunity for people with disabilities in the United States by implementing the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  www.usdoj.gov/crt/drs/drshome.htm
Lighthouse National Center for Vision and Aging; 111 E. 59th St, New York, NY 10022; 800-334-5497; LNCVA provides advocacy, support, information, and resources on vision impairment and blindness. Contact the Lighthouse for referrals to specialists and resources on visual disability, vision rehabilitation, links to related services, as well as information on eye diseases such as macular degeneration, glaucoma, cataracts, and diabetic retinopathy. Publications and audiovisual materials are available on topics including vision, vision disorders, treatment options, and rehabilitation strategies.  Also provides information on vision problems of older persons.  www.lighthouse.org
National Eye Institute; 2020 Vision Place, Bethesda, MD 20892-3655; 301-496-5248; Office of Scientific Reporting, National Eye Institute, Building 31, Room 6A32, Bethesda, MD 20205; 410-496-5248; List of free brochures on eye disorders; www.nei.nih.gov
National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped; 1291 Taylor Street NW, Washington, DC 20542; 202-707-5100, TDD - 202-707-0744; The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), Library of Congress, administers the free program that loans recorded and Braille books and magazines, music scores in Braille and large print, and specially designed playback equipment to residents of the United States who are unable to read or use standard print materials because of visual or physical impairment.  http://lcweb.loc.gov/nls/index.html
Social Security Administration, SSA; Braille Services Unit, Operations Building, Room 1-H-23, Social Security Administration, 6401 Security Blvd, Baltimore, MD 21235; 410-594-4686, 410-965-6408; Information in Braille concerning Social Security; 800-772-1213; Information about SSDI and SSI in large print, Braille, and audio format.  www.ssa.gov
Ticket to Work; Social Security Administration; Toll-Free Line - 866-968-7842, Toll-Free TDD Line - 866-TDD2WORK; This comprehensive national initiative is also designed to assist people with the training and support they need to go to work by increasing their choices. SSA beneficiaries with disabilities can find employment, vocational rehabilitation (VR) and other support services from public and private providers. www.yourtickettowork.com
State Agencies

Virginia Adult Education & Literacy Resource Center; Virginia Commonwealth University, 1015 W. Main Street, P. O. Box 842020, Richmond, VA 23284-2020; 804-828-6521, 800-237-0178; Resources for adult education  www.aelweb.vcu.edu
Virginia Assistive Technology System, VATS; 8004 Franklin Farms Drive, Richmond, VA 23288-0300; Outside Richmond Area - 800-435-8490 - voice/text, 800-238-7955 – modem, Richmond area - 804-367-2444 – voice/text; Federally funded statewide grant program for increasing awareness and accessibility of assistive technology for individuals with severe disabilities.  Provides information on types of assistive technology.  www.vats.org
Virginia Board for People with Disabilities, VBPD; 202 N. 9th Street, 9th Floor, Richmond, Virginia 23219; 804-786-0016, 800-846-4464 - Voice/TTY; The Board serves as the Developmental Disabilities Planning Council, addressing the needs of people with developmental disabilities as established under the federal "Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act" and the state "Virginians with Disabilities Act." The Board advises the Secretary of Health and Human Resources and the Governor on issues related to people with disabilities in Virginia.   www.vaboard.org
Virginia Centers for Independent Living; Department of Rehabilitative Services, Community Based Services Division, 8004 Franklin Farms Drive, Box K-300, Richmond, VA 23288-0300; 804-662-7154 Voice/TTY, 800-552-5019, 800- 464-9950 TTY; Centers for Independent Living, often referred to as "CILs" are non-residential places of action and coalition, where persons with disabilities learn empowerment and develop the skills necessary to make lifestyle choices. Centers provide services and advocacy to promote the leadership, independence, and productivity of people with disabilities. Centers work with both individuals as well as with the local communities to remove barriers to independence and ensuring equality of persons with disabilities.    www.vadrs.org/cbs/cils.htm
Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired, VDBVI; 397 Azalea Avenue, Richmond, VA 23227; 804-371-3140 - Voice/TTY, 800-622-2155 - Voice/TTY; The Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI) is committed to providing quality services to assist Virginia’s citizens who are blind, deafblind, or vision impaired in achieving their maximum level of employment, education, and personal independence.  www.vdbvi.org
Virginia Library and Resource Center, LRC; 395 Azalea Ave, Richmond, Virginia 23227; 804-371-3661 - Voice/TTY, 800-552-7015 - Voice/TTY; The Library and Resource Center is a component of the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI) from which two fundamental programs are administered. Library services are offered to persons who are physically disabled, visually disabled, hearing impaired or reading disabled. Resource Center services are provided to local school divisions to support education of visually impaired and blind children.   www.vdbvi.org/lrc.htm
Virginia Office for Protection and Advocacy; Ninth Street Office Building, 202 N. 9th Street, 9th Floor, Richmond, Virginia 23219; 804-225-2042, 800-552-3962; The Virginia Office for Protection and Advocacy (VOPA) helps with disability-related problems like abuse, neglect, and discrimination. We also help people with disabilities obtain services and treatment. All callers receive help with these problems. Individuals with problems, targeted in our program priorities, may also receive advocacy services and/or legal representation.  www.vopa.state.va.us
Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired, VRCBVI; 401 Azalea Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23227; 804-371-3151 - Voice/TTY; The Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired (VRCBVI), operated by the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI), was established in 1970 to provide comprehensive adjustment services to severely visually impaired Virginians.  For a blind person, using senses other than sight to "see" may be difficult at first, but with the proper training, it can be much easier. That is our goal at The Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired. The center teaches blind persons strategies and skills to adapt to living without sight, and we teach people with partial vision ways to use their remaining sight more effectively.   www.vrcbvi.org
Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Services (WWRC); Route 250, 28 Andrew Russell Lane, Fishersville, VA 22939-1500; 540-332-7390, 800-345-9972, 800-811-7893 - TTY , 540-332-7132 – FAX; The Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center is the first state-owned and operated comprehensive rehabilitation center in the country. WWRC provides comprehensive medical, assistive technology and vocational rehabilitation services to persons with disabilities to help them gain increased independence and employment.    www.wwrc.net
Organizations
American Academy of Ophthalmology; 655 Beach Street, P.O. Box 7424, San Francisco, CA 94109; 415-561-8500; Public education program, information on eye care for the elderly and on low vision and other eye problems; www.aao.org
American Council of the Blind, ACB; 1155 15th St. NW, Suite 1004, Washington, DC 20005; 202-467-5081, 800-424-8666; The Council strives to improve the well-being of all blind and visually impaired people by: serving as a representative national organization of blind people; elevating the social, economic and cultural levels of blind people; improving educational and rehabilitation facilities and opportunities; cooperating with the public and private institutions and organizations concerned with blind services; encouraging and assisting all blind persons to develop their abilities and conducting a public education program to promote greater understanding of blindness and the capabilities of blind people.  www.acb.org
American Diabetes Association, Inc.; 1701 North Beauregard Street, Alexandria, VA 22311; 800-342-2383; The American Diabetes Association is the nation's leading nonprofit health organization providing diabetes research, information and advocacy.  Information on diabetes, Publishers of the magazine Diabetes Forecast, information and books/pamphlets about diabetes; 1-800-232-6733;   www.diabetes.org
American Foundation for the Blind, AFB; 11 Penn Plaza, Suite 300, New York, NY 10001; 800-232-5463, 212-502-7638; Publications, aids and appliances, 100 Enterprise Pl., P.O. Box 7044, Dover, DE 19903; 800-829-0500; Aids and appliances, AFB Products Center, 342 Melrose Avenue, Roanoke, VA 24017; 800-829-0500; Aids and appliances, AFB Press, American Book Center, Brooklyn Navy Yard, Building No. 3, Brooklyn, NY 11205; Books and videos on blindness-related topics. Every seven minutes, someone in America will become blind or visually impaired. Since 1921, the American Foundation for the Blind - to which Helen Keller devoted more than 40 years of her life - has been eliminating barriers that prevent people who are blind or visually impaired from reaching their potential. The American Foundation for the Blind is dedicated to addressing the critical issues of literacy, independent living, employment, and access through technology for the ten million Americans who are blind or visually impaired.  www.afb.org
American Macular Degeneration Foundation, AMDF; P.O. Box 515, Northampton, MA 01061-0515; 413-268-7660, 888-622-8527; The American Macular Degeneration Foundation works for the prevention, treatment, and cure of macular degeneration through raising funds, educating the public and supporting scientific research.     www.macular.org
American Optometric Association; 243 Lindbergh Boulevard, St. Louis, MO 63141; 314-991-4100; www.aoanet.org
Blinded Veterans Association; 477 H Street NW, Washington, DC 20001; 202-371-8880; Consumer organization advocating for blinded veterans. www.bva.org
Commonwealth Council of the Blind, CCB; P. O. Box 12052, Richmond, Virginia 23241-0052; 804-264-0970; Commonwealth Council of the Blind, a local chapter of the Old Dominion Council of the Blind which is one of two Virginia state affiliates of the American Council of the Blind. The Commonwealth Council is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization whose purpose is to improve the lives of blind Virginians while promoting their independence.  If you or a family member are experiencing sight loss and have questions about products or services that can aid the vision impaired, answers are just an email or phone call away.  www.ccb-va.org
The Foundation Fighting Blindness; 11435 Cronhill Drive, Owings Mills, MD 21117-2220; 888-394-3937, TDD – 800-683-5551; The urgent mission of The Foundation Fighting Blindness is to find the causes, treatments, preventions, and cures for retinitis pigmentosa (RP), macular degeneration, Usher syndrome and the entire spectrum of retinal degenerative diseases.  www.blindness.org
Lions International; Headquarters, 300 W. 22nd Street, Oak Brook, IL 60523-8842; 630-571-5466; Since 1917, Lions have served the world's population through hard work and commitment to make a difference in the lives of people everywhere. With 1.4 million members serving in more than 44,600 clubs in 189 countries and geographical areas, Lions Clubs International is the world's largest service club organization. Lions are recognized worldwide for their service to the blind and visually impaired.    www.lionsclubs.org
Lions of Virginia; 630-571-5466; As Lions, we volunteer our time and efforts to humanitarian causes throughout our district and the State of Virginia. By conducting service projects and raising funds, we strive to help those in need - wherever the need exists: locally or throughout the world community. The Lions' motto is "We Serve."  www.ivprog.com/kylions/State_Clubs/lc_virginia.html
Macular Degeneration Foundation, Inc.; P.O. Box 531313, Henderson, NV 89053; Macular Degeneration is a degenerative disease that robs young and old of central vision.  As a result, children face a lifetime of uncertainty and elders risk the early loss of an independent life.  In addition to the support of long-term efforts in the fields of Stem Cell and Genetic research for an ultimate cure, we are particularly interested in promising near-term, scientific studies designed to inhibit the progression of macular degeneration and restore a measurable amount of vision to all.  www.eyesight.org
National Federation of the Blind, NFB; 1800 Johnson St., Baltimore, MD 21230, 410-659-9314; A consumer group of blind persons. The purpose of the National Federation of the Blind is two-fold - to help blind persons achieve self-confidence and self-respect and to act as a vehicle for collective self-expression by the blind. By providing public education about blindness, information and referral services, scholarships, literature and publications about blindness, aids and appliances and other adaptive equipment for the blind, advocacy services and protection of civil rights, NFB Jobline,  NFB Newsline—read major newspapers over the telephone,  development and evaluation of technology, and support for blind persons and their families, members of the NFB strive to educate the public that the blind are normal individuals who can compete on terms of equality. Aids and appliances; publications; www.nfb.org
National Federation of the Blind of Virginia, NFBV; For information about local chapters in your area, contact the national office. 1800 Johnson Street, Baltimore, MD 21230; 410-659-9314; or Charles Brown, President, 6563 Williamsburg Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22213, 703-534-0747  800-638-7518.  www.nfbv.org
National Society to Prevent Blindness; 500 E. Remington Road, Schaumberg, IL 60173; 800-331-2020, 708-843-2020; Virginia Affiliate, 804-355-0773; Educational materials; http://www.pbv.org
Old Dominion Council of the Blind and Visually Impaired, ODCBVI; Contact ACB for contact information. 202-467-5081, 800-424-8666; ODCBVI is one of two Virginia state affiliates of the American Council of the Blind.  Its purpose is to improve the lives of blind Virginians while promoting their independence.  www.acb.org
Virginia Association of the Blind, Inc., VAB; 2625 Deerfield Crescent, Chesapeake, VA 23321; 757-465-7230, 800-426-2144; VAB is an affiliate of the American Council of the Blind organization of people who are blind, partially blind, and sighted persons that have information to share with you to make life a little easier as you cope with your vision loss. VAB does not give professional advice, only practical answers to some aspects of living which you and your family have faced. VAB is host to community outreach programs through special entertainment, events, seminars, speakers, conventions, monthly newsletters, brochures and our nationwide toll free 800 number as well as a fax line. VAB maintains a full time office staff providing referrals, peer counseling, dispute settlement, and ADA compliance education. www.hometown.aol.com/vablind
Virginia Association of Workers for the Blind; 4222 Bonniebank Road, Richmond, VA 23234; 804-275-7300. Founded in 1919, the Virginia Association of Workers for the Blind is a nonprofit service organization dedicated to meeting the personal and recreational needs of visually handicapped citizens. Its organized activities and services offer opportunities for blind or visually impaired individuals to socialize with others who share a common experience.     www.lions24b.org/vawblind
MOBILITY AND TRANSPORTATION

Mobility Aids

California Canes; 16263 Walnut Street, Hesperia, CA 92345; 866-332-4883; The California Cane is two-thirds lighter than an aluminum cane because the joints and shafts are made from 100% carbon fiber. Canes for the blind.  www.californiacanes.com
Guide Dog Users, Inc.; 14311 Astrodome Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20906; Toll free in the U.S.1-888-858-1008, International calls:1-301-598-5771, Fax 1-301-871-7591; Guide Dog Users, Inc., (GDUI) is an international organization dedicated to advocacy, peer support, public education and all aspects of training, working and living with dogs specially trained to guide blind and visually impaired people.    www.gdui.org
Guiding Eyes for the Blind; 611 Granite Springs Rd., Yorktown, Heights, NY 11375, 800-942-0149, “Guiding eyes for the blind is dedicated to enriching the lives of the blind and visually impaired men and women by providing them with the freedom to travel safely, thereby assuring greater independence, dignity and new horizons of opportunity”. www.guiding-eyes.org
Leader Dogs for the Blind; 1039 S. Rochester Road, P.O. Box 5000, Rochester, MI 48307; 1-888-777-5332; 248-651-9011; Fax: 248-651-5812. Leader Dogs for the Blind is a non-profit group that is committed to providing the legally blind with a means to help them live a better life.    www.leaderdog.org .

Mobility International USA (MIUSA); P.O. Box 10767, Eugene, Oregon 97440; 541-343-1284 - Tel/TTY; As a US-based national non-profit organization, the mission of Mobility International USA (MIUSA) is to empower people with disabilities around the world through international exchange, information, technical assistance and training, and to ensure the inclusion of people with disabilities in international exchange and development programs.  www.exchange@miusa.org
Pilot Dog, Inc.; 625 West Town Street, Columbus, OH 43215; 614-221-6367; The mission of Pilot Dog is to provide the finest of guide dogs to the qualified sightless.  This service will be made available without charge and would include the Pilot Dog, four weeks in residence training and round-trip transportation.   www.pilotdogs.org
The Seeing Eye; P.O. Box 375, Morristown, NJ 07963-0375; 973-539-4425; Fax: 973-539-0922. The Seeing Eye’s mission is to enhance the independence, self-confidence and dignity of people who are blind and visually impaired through the use of a seeing eye dog.  Founded in 1929, The Seeing Eye breeds, raises and trains dogs to guide people who are blind and instructs blind people in the use and care of the dog.  Blind and visually impaired people in good health, age 16 and over, may apply to the school by calling 800-539-4425 or apply on-line at: www.seeingeye.org.

Transportation Services

Amtrak; 7519 Staples Mill Road, Richmond, VA; 800-872-7245 for national Amtrak service; www.amtrak.com
CARE Transportation – GRTC; Greater Richmond Transit System Headquarters, 101 South Davis Avenue, Richmond, VA 23220; 804-782-2273; CARE is the greater Richmond transit center (grtc) paratransit service   available for seniors and the disabled in the greater Richmond region. This program provides advance reservation, curb-to-curb paratransit service for qualified persons in the City of Richmond and Henrico County.    www.ridegrtc.com/HTML/GRTC_Transit_System_Pages/Care.html
GRTC Transit System; Greater Richmond Transit System Headquarters, 101 South Davis Avenue, Richmond, VA 23220; 804-358-4782; GRTC, providing public transportation service in the greater Richmond area. www.ridegrtc.com
Greyhound Lines, Inc.; 2910 North Boulevard, Richmond, VA 23230; 800-231-2222, 804-254-5902; Nationwide bus service.    www.greyhound.com
Project ACTION Accessible Traveler's Database; Project ACTION, 700 13th Street. NW, Suite 200, Washington, D.C. 2005; 202-347-3066; A comprehensive database of accessible transit services in the United States that is friendly both to the user and the travel industry, and accessible through the world wide web. The database of transit systems is supplemented with information on accessible tours and tour companies, accessible airport and other private shuttles, and accessible taxi services. Persons with disabilities along with travel consultants can now easily assess the availability of accessible transportation anywhere in the country. The transportation database website allows the user to highlight the state and city they plan to visit, and view all transportation services available to them. The user is also able to view the travel agencies specializing in travel arrangements for persons with disabilities. http://www.projectaction.org/paweb/va/vacities.htm
INDEPENDENT LIVING AIDS

Computers/Software/Hardware/Braille Devices
/Scanners

AccessBraille; 1421 West 12th Street, Bloomington, IN 47404; 812-339-6351; AccessBraille is dedicated to providing a complete line of quality Braille solutions for academic, professional, and personal life. Transcription of materials into Braille.  http://www.accessbraille.com
American Printing House for the Blind; P.O. Box 6085, 1839 Frankfort Avenue, Louisville, KY 40206; 800-223-1839, 502-895-2405; APH is the world's largest company devoted solely to creating products and services for people who are visually impaired.  Aids and appliances; books for the blind; Reader's Digest in Braille and on cassette; Braille Writer repair; www.aph.org
American Thermoform Corporation; 1758 Brackett Street, La Verne, CA 91750; 909-593-6711; Fax 909-593-8001, 800-331-3676; Braille thermoforming devices, Braille labeling.  www.atcbrleqp.com
Apple Computer, Inc.; 1 Infinite Loop, Cupenino, CA 95014; 408-996-1010; Sales Support - 800-676-2775; Technical Support 800-275-2273; Computers and software.     www.applecomputer.com
ASF Lightware Solutions; Box 625, Merrick, NY 11566; 800-771-3600; This web site sells a variety of low vision aids.  These include vision aids for keyboards, high visibility playing cards, and a variety of timers and lights.    www.readinglight.com
Beyond Sight; 5650 South Windermere Street, Littleton, CO 80120; 303-795-6455; Beyond Sight is a company which sells products related to adaptive technology.  Most of the products consist of high-tech computers, speech synthesizers, and systems that will allow a blind person to read printed material.  A variety of other visual aids such as magnifiers, clocks, watches, and audio books are also available.     www.beyondsight.com
Computer Center for the Visually Impaired; Baruch College, 17 Lexington Avenue, Box 515, New York, NY 10010; 212-725-7644; The Computer Center for The Visually Impaired People was established in 1978 and was one of the first organizations to use computers to help equalize opportunities for patients with severe visual impairments.  CCVIP offers a range of challenging non-credit computers classes in a college environment for beginners and experienced users.  The Center provides information and training on assistive computer technology for professionals in the business community, and conducts research to explore innovative ways of using the computer to improve the quality of life for visually impaired people.     www.baruch.cuny.edu/ccvip
Computers to Help People, Inc.; 825 E. Johnson Street, Madison, WI 53703; 608-257-5917; Computers to Help People is a private non-profit organization with a mission to apply computer technology to the problems of people with disabilities, especially to increasing their employability and productivity.  The main activities are providing books on science and mathematics in braille and e-text on a worldwide basis, and providing assistive technology and use of computers for low income people in our local area.      www.chpi.org
Duxbury Systems/Raised Dot Computing; Duxbury Systems, Inc.; 270 Littleton Road, Unit 6, Westford, MA 01886-3523; 978-692-3000; Duxbury Systems is involved in software for braille with a variety of computers.  Their flagship products are the Duxbury Braille Translator and Mega Dots.   The Duxbury Braille Translator supports multiple languages and can produce contracted and un-contracted braille, mathematics and technical braille. www.duxburysystems.com
EconoNet International, Inc.; 430 SE 11th Street, Suite D100, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441; 954-345-0213; EconoNet International offers a screen reader for a variety of computer products.  They also offer a talking web browser.    www.econointl.com
Enabled Access, Inc.; 8332 Richmond Hwy, Suite 211, Alexandria, VA 22309; 703-619-0267; Enabled Access is the single point of contact for computer accessibility needs and sign language services.  Our objective is to remove productivity barriers by determining individual needs for job performance and then meeting that need.  We accomplish our objective through the installation of assistive technology on computers, by conducting specialized computer training and by opening lines of communication through the use of sign language. www.enabledaccess.com
Enabling Technologies Company; 1601 Northeast Braille Place, Jensen Beach, Florida 34957; 772-225-3687, 800-777-3687; We design, manufacture, and support the most popular Braille embossers in the world.       www.brailler.com
Freedom Vision; 615 Tami Way, Mountain View, CA  94041; 650-961-6541, 800-961-1334, Fax 650-968-4740; Freedom Vision provides a variety of products for the visually impaired.  These include stationary as well as battery-powered portable video magnifiers.   www.freedomvision.net
Freedom Scientific Blind/Low Vision Group; 11800 31st Court North, St. Petersburg, FL 33716-1805; 800-444-4443; The mission of  Freedom Scientific is to develop, manufacture, and market innovative technology based products and services that those with vision impairments and learning disabilities use to change their world. These include hardware, software, training, and tutorials for a variety of products.   www.freedomsci.com
Full Life Products; 800-400-1540; Full Life Products offers a variety of products for the blind and visually disabled. These include Caller ID’s, Caller ID’s for the Internet, a phone butler, and products for the telephone.    www.superproducts.com/textonly.htm
GW Micro; GW Micro, Inc., 725 Airport North Office Park, Fort Wayne, IN 46825; 260-489-3671; GW Micro offers a screen reader called Window-Eyes.  The mission of GW Micro is to provide the best possible access quickly and reliably. The web site offers a demo that can be  downloaded.   www.gwmicro.com
HeyAnita Inc.; Mark W. Willingham, 6100 Wilshire Blvd., 6th floor, Los Angeles, CA 90048; 323-692-1522; E-Mail Address markw@heyanita.com  HeyAnita is a company focusing on voice access, navigation and management of Internet data and information.  Through HeyAnita’s software platform, companies and end users globally can now access Internet data by simply using a telephone and their voice. This is accomplished through a variety of business programs including an ASAP model, application licenses, and OEM opportunities.  Access to Internet using phone by calling 800-442-6482.    www.heyanita.com
Howe Press; Perkins School for the Blind, 175 N. Beacon Street, Watertown, MA 02172; 617-924-3490; Aids and appliances, Braille equipment and supplies; Braille Writer repair.    www.perkins.pvt.k12.ma.us
Humanware; 175 Mason Circle, Concord, CA 94520; 800-722-3393;  Humanware specializes in assistive technology for persons who have difficulties reading print due to blindness, low vision, or learning and/or reading disabilities. The technologies offered are Windows based personal data systems, Braille terminals, screen reading programs, Braille embossers, Braille writers, and reading systems, reading and writing software, and electronic magnifiers.   www.humanware.com
IBM Special Needs Systems; IBM Accessibility Center, 11400 Burnett Road, Austin, TX 78758; 800-426-4832; Special systems for the blind.  

http://www-3.ibm.com/able/prodsol_vision.html
National Technology Center; American Foundation for the Blind, 15 W. 16th Street, New York, NY 10011; 212-502-7642; The American Foundation for the Blind is a national non-profit headquartered in New York City with offices around the country.  It is a source of information referral for people who are blind or visually impaired, the organizations and individuals that serve them, and the general public.  It is a publisher of professional materials on blindness and low vision, pioneer in the development of talking books, and a major producer today as well as a national advocate representing the interests of blind or visually impaired people before the government agencies and Congress.  www.afb.org
Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic; 20 Roszel Road, Princeton, NJ 08540; 866-RFGB-585, 800-221-4792; Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic was founded after World War II specifically to address the needs of veterans who had lost their sight in combat and were unable to read textbooks or other reading material.  In 1995 the name of the organization was changed from Recording for the Blind to Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic.  Their mission is to serve all people with “print disabilities”.    www.rfbd.org
Recording Service for Blind Inc.; National Headquarters, 20 Roszel Road, Princeton, NJ 08540; 609-452-0606; Recording Service for the Blind, Inc., provides taped educational books on elementary, high school, college, post-graduate, and professional levels to the visually impaired. The service is offered free of charge. 

www.theplanningcouncil.org/tpcdatabase/iw0mdct7.htm
Shrinkwrap Computer Products; Peter Scialli, 11706 Saddle Crescent Circle, Oakton, VA 22124; 800-377-0774; The first web site direct information about readingmachines.com, and is a distributor for the Travelar reading device.  This web site directed us to a web site by the name of BookCourier. This web site sells a product designed for the visually impaired and those with disabilities that make reading difficult.  This is a portable, convenient, and economical solution for listening to electronic text, voice files, and music. http://www.erols.com/shrink Products:  http://users.erols.com/shrink/catalog.html
Technologies for the Visually Impaired; 9 Nolan Court, Hauppauge, NY 11788; 516-724-4479; Technologies for the Visually Impaired offers an array of adaptive devices, software, and accessories specifically designed for use by blind or visually impaired individuals.  The product line includes adaptive computers, reading machines, computer access software, speech synthesizers, refreshable Braille products, voice recognition, software, screen magnification software, CTV products, Braille embossers, Braille translation software, tactile imaging products, various accessories, and customized personal computer systems. Portset Reader Stand-Alone Scanner with Built-In Speech.  www.tvi-web.com
Vision Technology, Inc.; 8501 Delport Drive, St. Louis, MO 63114; 800-560-7226, 314-890-8300; Closed Circuit Television Readers and other low vision products.     www.visiontechinc.com
Independent Living Assistance

AARP Pharmacy; 3557 Lafayette Rd; P.O. Box 7010, Indianapolis, IN 46272; 317-293-6235; Order By Phone, 800-456-2277, TTY - 800-933-4327; Medicine prescriptions in Braille. www.aarppharmacy.com
Ann Morris Enterprises Inc.; 551 Hosner Mountain Road, Stormville, NY 12582; 845-227-9659, 800-454-3175; Ann Morris Enterprises Incorporated is dedicated to people with vision loss.  The web site does not contain an on-line catalog.  It requires that the catalog be downloaded.    www.annmorris.com
Assistive Technology Loan Fund Authority (ATLFA); Box K-091, Richmond VA  23288-0300; 804-662-9000;  The Assistive Technology Loan Fund Authority's mission is to facilitate favorable credit financing of assistive technology for Virginians with disabilities.  www.atlfa.org
AT&T Accessible Communications Long Distance Service Center; 800-872-3883; AT&T offers a variety of services for the blind and those with a hearing or speech loss.  However, it may take some searching of the web site to find the applicable help.  Try entering the word ‘blind’ as a search field. www.att.com
AT&T Directory Assistance Exemption; AT&T Accessible Communications Long Distance Service Center, P.O. Box 45006, Dallas, TX 75245; 800-872-3883; Exemption from charges for long distance directory assistance for blind people. www.att.com
The Braillery; The Braillery, 5 Cumberland Circle, El Paso, TX 79903; 915-565-0179 or 915-859-7806; The Braillery specializes in the repair and refurbishment of braillers and other equipment for the visually challenged community around the globe. 

www.thebraillery.com
BRL, Inc.; 110 Commerce Drive, Suite 210, Fayetteville, GA 30214; 770-716-9222; BRL, Inc., specialize in products that aid the disabled in educational, vocational and recreational pursuits. The items listed in our catalog are designed to convert Windows computers into computers that are accessible for disabled users. We have products that will assist the blind, visually impaired and dyslexic.     www.wyfiwyg.com
Brytech Inc.; 600 Peter Morand Crescent, Ottawa, ON, Canada K1G 5Z3; 800-263-4095; Brytech Incorporated has experience in the design, development, and manufacture of a variety of innovative products.  They market a Canadian bank note reader and a universal bank note reader for the visually impaired.    www.brytech.com
Community Services for the Blind and Partially Sighted; 9709 Third Avenue NE, Suite 100, Seattle, WA 98115-2027; 206-525-5556 or 800-458-4888; Community Services for the Blind and Partially Sighted works with individuals, families, and the community to restore, maintain and enhance the independence and well being of people with impaired vision.  They have an on-line catalog which features over 300 products which are designed to help the visually impaired. www.csbps.com    or   www.sightconnection.com
General Electric Consumer Relations; Appliance Park, Louisville, KY 40225; 800-626-2000; General Electric offers Braille controls for most of their appliances. These are provided at no charge.  The numbers provided on the web site to obtain these services are 800-833-4322 or 800-626-2000.   www.geappliances.com
Independent Living Aids, Inc.; 200 Robbins Lane, Jericho, NY 11753; 800-537-2118, 516-937-1848; Products for independent living, distributor of products from the Royal National Institute for the Blind. www.independentliving.com
LS&S Group; P.O. Box 673, Northbrook, IL 60065; 800-468-4789; LS&S Group is a company which distributes products specifically targeted for the visually impaired, blind, hard of hearing, and deaf.   They have 2,000 products in their catalog.  A free catalog can be obtained at 800-468-4789.   www.lssgroup.com
Radio Shack; 200 Taylor Street, Suite 600, Ft. Worth, TX 76102; 817-415-3200; Electronic devices with synthesized voice.   www.radioshack.com
EMPLOYMENT
American Foundation for the Blind Career Connect; 11 Penn Plaza, Suite 300, New York, NY 10001;  888-824-2184;  AFB CareerConnect™ is a free resource for people who are blind or visually impaired to learn about the range and diversity of the jobs that are performed throughout the United States and Canada by adults who are blind or visually impaired.    www.afb.org/CareerConnect
Job Accommodation Network, JAN; P.O. Box 6080, Morgantown, WV 26505; 800-526-7234; JAN is a free service of the Office of Disability Employment Policy of the U.S. Department of Labor.  Resource for job accommodation.       http://janweb.icdi.wvu.edu 

Job Opportunities for the Blind; 1800 Johnson Street, Baltimore, MD 21230; 800-638-7518; The National Federation for the Blind has a web site which offers pathways to jobs.  They offer training centers in order to provide needed training and placement services in locations across the nation. The web site has several paths to additional sites which can provide information about needed training and placement.     www.nfb.org/jobpaths.htm
Lift; P.O. Box 4264, Warren, NJ 07059; 908-707-9840, 800-552-5438; Nonprofit company training and hiring Information Technology professionals who are disabled.www.lift-inc.org
National Industries for the Blind, NIB; 1901 North Beauregard Street, Suite 200, Alexandria, Virginia 22311-1727; 703-998-0770; Incorporated as a 501c3 not-for-profit organization, National Industries for the Blind (NIB) enhances the opportunities for economic and personal independence of persons who are blind, primarily through creating, sustaining and improving employment. NIB operates under the Javits-Wagner-O'Day (JWOD) Act, a mandatory federal purchasing program, enabling people who are blind to work and provide products and services to federal and commercial customers.    www.nib.org
Randolph-Sheppard Vending Program, RSVP; 397 Azalea Avenue, Richmond, VA 23227; 804-371-3140 - Voice/TTY, 800-622-2155 - Voice/TTY; The vending facility program for the blind was established by an Act of Congress in 1936.  This legislation, known as the Randolph-Sheppard Act, provides qualified blind persons the opportunity to operate businesses on federal, state, and other property by granting a priority on such property.   www.vdbvi.org/rsvp.htm
Virginia Commonwealth University Rehabilitation Research and Training; 

Rehabilitation Research and Training Center" 

VCU-RRTC, 1314 West Main Street, P.O. Box 842011, Richmond, VA 23284-2011; 804-828-1851, TTY -  804-828-2494;  The purpose of this center is to identify factors that enhance or inhibit businesses from tapping into a pool of potential employees. Let us be your gateway to information, resources, and services regarding the employment of people with disabilities.    www.worksupport.com
Virginia Industries for the Blind, VIB; 1102 Monticello Road, Charlottesville, Virginia 23220; 434-295-5168; VIB is dedicated to enhancing the quality of life for persons who are blind by providing an opportunity for career development  Established over seven decades ago, is a not-for-profit organization offering vocational rehabilitation for blind Virginians, VIB is a self-funded division of the Virginia Department for the Blind and Visually Impaired.    www.vdbvi.org/vib/default.htm
EDUCATION/REHABILITATION/TRAINING

American Council of the Blind Washington Connection; 6:00 p.m. - Midnight, Mon - Fri - 800-424-8666; The Washington Connection is a periodic informational message containing vital, immediately useful material for ACB members and friends. When you see a new Washington Connection, it's been put here for a reason. Please read it to discover how you can participate in our movement and help blind people achieve independence.  Legislative issues.   www.acb.org/washington
Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired; 4600 Duke Street, Suite 430, P.O. Box 22397, Alexandria, VA 22304; 703-823-9690; The Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired (AER) is the only international membership organization dedicated to rendering all possible support and assistance to the professionals who work in all phases of education and rehabilitation of blind and visually impaired children and adults. It was formed in 1984 as the result of a consolidation between the American Association of Workers for the Blind and the Association for Education of the Visually Handicapped.  www.aerbvi.org
Disability Rights and Education Defense Fund; 2212 Sixth Street, Berkeley, CA 94710; 510-644-2555 or 800-466-4232 (Between 9:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Pacific Time); Founded in 1979 by people with disabilities and parents of children with disabilities, the Disability Rights and Education Defense Fund, Inc., (DREDF) is a national law and policy center dedicated to protecting and advancing the civil rights of people with disabilities through legislation, litigation, advocacy, technical assistance, and education and training of attorneys, advocates, person with disabilities, and parents of children with disabilities.  www.dredf.org
Do-It Program; DO-IT, University of Washington, Box 355670, Seattle, WA 98195-5670; 206-685-3648 - voice/TTY;  DO-IT produces free and low cost educational publications and videos that help librarians and educators learn about issues related to people with disabilities and computer technology. They focus on helping people with disabilities use technology to achieve high levels of independence, productivity, and participation in academic programs and careers. Most of DO-IT's brochures are available at the Web site. You can also preview DO-IT's videos and training materials. DO-IT's site provides guidelines and comprehensive listings of Web resources for accessible Web design, adaptive technology, college and career transition, faculty awareness, and other disability-related issues. www.washington.edu/doit
Exceptional Teaching Aids; 20102 Woodbine Avenue, Castro Valley, CA 94546; 415-582-4859; Exceptional Teaching Aids, Incorporated is dedicated to finding or producing products that will assist the following persons: teachers of students with visual impairments, teachers of students with special needs, rehabilitation specialists, teachers of high schools students in transitions, parents, occupational therapists, orientation and mobility instructors and classroom teachers.    www.exceptionalteaching.com
Hadley School for the Blind; 700 Elm Street, Winnetka, IL 60093; 800-323-4238; Student Services, 800-526-9909, 847-446-8111; The Hadley School for the Blind offers more than 90 distance education courses to eligible students completely free of charge.  Correspondence courses for the blind.   www.hadley-school.org
Helen Keller National Center for Deaf-Blind Youths and Adults; 111 Middle Neck Rd; Sands Point, NY 11050; 516-944-8900 - Voice/TDD; The vocational rehabilitation training program at Helen Keller National Center’s headquarters at Sands Point, New York, provides evaluation and training and vocational skills, adaptive technology and computer skills, orientation and mobility, independent living, communication, speech language skills, creative arts, fitness and leisure activities.  The Center also operates an extensive system of field services nationwide for people for are deaf-blind within the local communities and for their families, as well as for public and private service providers and professionals.  http://helenkeller.org/national
International Braille Research Center; 4424 Brookhaven Avenue, Louisville, KY 40220; Founded in 1994, the International Braille Research Center is a non-profit, tax-exempt charitable organization whose mission is to encourage and promote the teaching and use of Braille.  To achieve this goal, research studies are being conducted to determine the best method for teaching Braille.    www.braille.org
Macular Degeneration International; 2968 West Ina Road, Suite 106, Tucson, AZ 85741; 1-800-393-7634; Macular Degeneration International is located in Tucson, Arizona.  The non-profit center operates full time with paid professional staff to serve the families with both juvenile and age-related forms of macular degeneration.   www.maculardegeneration.org
PACER Center, Inc.; 8161 Normandale Boulevard, Minneapolis, MN 55437-1044; 952-838-9000, 888-248-0822, TDD 612-827-7770; The mission of PACER Center is to expand opportunities and enhance the quality of life of children and young adults with disabilities and their families, based on the concept of parents helping parents. With assistance to individual families, workshops, and materials for parents and professionals, and leadership in securing a free and appropriate public education for all children, PACER's work affects and encourages families in Minnesota and across the nation. Founded in 1977, PACER Center was created by parents of children and youth with disabilities to help other parents and families facing similar challenges. www.ncpie.org/ncpieorg/PACERCenter.html
Resources for Rehabilitation; 33 Bedford St, Suite 19A, Lexington, MA 02173; 781-368-9094; Information and training about resources for people with vision loss, materials of interest to those in long-term care facilities.     www.rfr.org
ACCESSIBLE FORMAT MATERIALS

Braille Institute; 741 N. Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90029; 800-272-4553, 800-BRAILLE, 323-663-1111; The Braille Institute is a non-profit organization whose mission is to eliminate blindness and severe visual loss to the fulfillment of life.  They offer a number of services including counseling, low vision rehabilitation consultants, library services, and regional centers for the blind and visually impaired throughout Southern California. www.brailleinstitute.org
Bixby & Associates; 523 N. Braddock Street, Winchester, VA 22601; 540-722-4712; Accessible transcribing services, from print and/or computer disk to Braille and/or recording.  Bixby@shentel.net
National Braille Association, Inc.; 3 Townline Circle, Rochester, New York 14623-2513; 585-427-8260; Coordinates efforts to produce material in Braille, large print and cassette, copies of hand transmitted Braille materials and aids for Braille Transcribers.  www.nationalbraille.org
Vision World Wide, Inc.; 5707 Brockton Drive, Suite 302, Indianapolis, IN 46220; 800-431-1739; Vision World Wide is a non-profit organization dedicated to improving the lives of the vision impaired through direct interaction and indirectly through the care-giving community.  They provide invaluable information, education, guidance, support and consumer information, not only to the blind and visually impaired, but to the many professionals who serve them.  www.visionww.org
Voice Indexing for the Blind Inc.; 7420 Westlake Terrace, Suite 203, Bethesda, MD 20817; 301-469-9470; Visual impairment alternatives to printed documentation. This category provides the names of vendors or organizations that have documentation related to computer software and hardware in other than printed form. Examples of these alternatives include Braille and audio output. http://polio.dyndns.org/chip/vapd.html
LEISURE AND ENTERTAINMENT

Books/Periodicals/ Media

Assistive Media; 400 Maynard Street, Suite 404, Ann Arbor, MI 48104-2434; 734-332-0369; The mission of Assistive Media is to highlight the educational, cultural, and the quality of living standard for people with disabilities and help achieve independence and become better integrated within the main stream of society and community life in general.  Assistive Media accomplishes this by providing free of charge, copyright approved, high caliber audio literary works to the worldwide disability community via the internet affectively, inexpensively, and efficiently. www.assistivemedia.org
Associated Services for the Blind; 919 Walnut Street; Philadelphia, PA 19107; 215-627-0600; In 1983, three agencies, Radio Information Center for the Blind, The Nevil Institute for Rehabilitation and Services, and Volunteer Services for the Blind, merged to form Associated Services for the Blind, an incorporated non-profit agency.  The lineage began in 1874 with the Pennsylvania Working Home for Blind Men to provide outstanding services to blind and visually impaired people all under one roof.  The mission is to promote self esteem, independence, self determination in blind and visually impaired people.  This organization accomplishes this by providing support through education, training and resources.  It also serves as a voice and advocate for the rights of people by working to remove barriers through community action and education.   www.asb.org
Audio Studio for the Reading Impaired; 11430 Park Road, Anchorage, KY 40223; 502-245-5422; The Audio Studio for the Reading Impaired is a non-profit agency devoted to producing recordings of printed material for anyone who is physically unable to read standard print or unable to hold a book.  While they record books, magazines, and newspapers for talking book libraries, their unique focus is a one-on-one relationship with individuals who has special needs for materials not recorded elsewhere.  The recordings are transferred to cassettes and then mailed to their clients.  www.audio-studio.org
Audio Visual Mart; P.O. Box 23020, New Orleans, LA 70183; 800-737-6278, 504-733-1500; The Audio Visual Mart serves the needs of educators, business professionals, government agencies, and medical institutions.  One the products they sell, the Braillephone, was developed to provide people who are deaf or blind with a portable communication system that has the ability to meet the needs of the information age.  It allows a person who is deaf or blind to communicate over telephones lines with another person using either a TTY or via a deaf relay service. www.av-mart.com 

Books on Tape, Inc.; P.O. Box 25122, Santa Ana, CA 92799-5122; 1-800-88-BOOKS; See our enormous selection of new and used unabridged audio books available on tape, CD, or MP3-CD. We also offer free audio samples and a five percent discount for online orders.  www.booksontape.com
Braille Forum - American Council of the Blind; 1155 15th Street NW, Suite 1004; Washington, DC 20005; 202-467-5081, 800-424-8666; The Braille Forum is the monthly magazine of the American Council of the Blind. In addition to the versions on the web site, The Braille Forum is available in Braille, audio cassette, large print, and by email. It contains information of interest both to ACB members and the general public.     www.acb.org/magazine/index.html
Braille International; 3290 SE Slater Street, Stuart, FL 34997; 800-336-3142; Braille International is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to enhancing the independence and quality of life for blind persons everywhere.  They believe the key to this is education and knowledge which require available, affordable reading materials.  They accomplish this by providing a broad range of braille material for all ages, from the very young to the older citizens.  They strive to utilize cost effective, innovative methods to increase the volume of materials available.   www.brailleintl.org
Braille Monitor; 1800 Johnson Street, Baltimore, MD 21230; 410-659-9314; The Braille Monitor covers the events and activities of the National Federation of the Blind and addresses the many issues and concerns of the blind. It offers a positive philosophy about blindness to both blind readers and the public at large, serves as a vehicle for advocacy and protection of civil rights, addresses social concerns affecting the blind, discusses issues relating to employment, education, legislation, and rehabilitation, provides news of technology and aids and appliances used by the blind, and features many of the leading blind persons in the country. www.nfb.org/bralmons.htm
The Disability Bookshop; P.O. Box 129, Vancouver, WA 98666; 800-637-2256; The Disability Bookshop is an organization selling disability related catalogs, books, mail lists and an newsletter.    http://disabilitybookshop.virtualave.net
Descriptive Video Service; 617-300-3490; The media access group at WGBH has been pioneering and delivery accessible media to disabled adults, students, and their families, teachers, and friends for over 30 years.  In addition to other services they provide descriptions to make televisions, feature films, home videos, and other visual media accessible to people who are blind or visually impaired by providing description narration and key visual elements in programs.  This service called DVS consists of the main program audio combined with narrated descriptions Home Video please call 317-579-0439.     http://main.wgbh.org/wgbh/access/dvs
Doubleday Large Print Home Library; 6550 E. 30th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46209; 317-541-8920; Hardcover large print books through Book Club. www.doubledaylargeprint.com
Eye to Eye; The Glaucoma Foundation; 116 John Street, Suite 1605, New York, NY  10038; 800-GLAUCOMA; Quarterly newsletter is mailed to patients, doctors and others interested in glaucoma.  www.glaucoma-foundation.org
Franklin Electronic Publishers; One Franklin Plaza, Burlington, NJ 08016-4907; 800-266-5626; Language Master Special Edition Talking Dictionary/Spell Checker.   www.franklin.com
Helping Hands for the Blind; 20734-C Devonshire Street, Chatsworth, CA 91311; 818-341-8217, 888-386-3442;  Helping Hands for the Blind was founded in October 1999 as a non-profit organization of blind people who want to help other blind people.  It serves as a problem solving organization as a guide that blind people can turn to in times of need.  Perhaps the most important service offered by Helping Hands for the Blind is that of providing timely assistance to blind people in need of help.  This could mean financial assistance like helping with the rent or groceries, or other forms such as providing legal assistance to the limits of its’ funds, arranging for reduced legal fees when appropriate, providing financial grants to blind students, providing mobility instruction to enhance travel abilities, establishing special programs to designed specifically for the blind, and responding to special requests based on an individual evaluation as need.    www.helpinghands4theblind.com
Lighthouse, Inc., Braille Services; 111 E. 59th Street, New York, NY 10022; 212-821-9200, 800-0500; Lighthouse Inc. is a leading resource worldwide on vision impairment and visual rehabilitation.  They offer multiple services including educational, research publication, audio tapes, books, brochures and professional products. . www.lighthouse.org
Matilda Ziegler Magazine for the Blind; 80 Eighth Avenue, Suite 1304, New York, NY  10011; 212-242-0263; The Matilda Ziegler Magazine for the Blind, a lively and entertaining monthly that reprints articles covering a wide range of interests from the foremost newspapers and periodicals. These articles cover health, travel, nature, personalities, history, science, music, sport--you name it! Available formats are contracted Braille, four-track/half-speed cassette, e-mail and diskette. There is no print edition.
www.zieglermag.org
The Metropolitan Washington Ear, Inc.; 35 University Boulevard East, Silver Spring, MD 20901; 301-681-6636; The Metropolitan Washington Ear provides free services for blind, visually impaired, and physically disabled people who cannot effectively read print.   www.washear.org
National Association for Visually Handicapped; 22 W. 21st Street., New York, NY 10010; 212-255 2804; Lending library for large print materials, large print catalog of aids for the blind. www.navh.org
National Braille Press; 88 St. Stephen Street, Boston, MA 02115; 617-266-6160, 888-965-8965; Braille publications, Braille/print business cards, catalog in large print and Braille of publications and services, Resource Guide to aids and services. www.nbp.org
National Braille Factory; 5040 Victoria Drive; Vancouver, BC, Canada V5P 3T8; 877-827-2455, 604-522-7187; Business cards, documents, coloring books, greeting card inserts, and chocolate in Braille. www.nationalbraillefactory.com
New York Times Large Type Weekly; 229 W. 43rd Street, New York, NY 10036; 212-556-1234 or 433 Hackensack Avenue, Hackensack, NJ 07601; 800-631-2580; Weekly news summary from New York Times. www.nytimes.com/nytstore/publications
NFB-Newsline - National Federation of the Blind (NFB); 1800 Johnson Street, Baltimore, MD 21230; 410-659-9314; This toll-free centralized call-in center provides service without delay to any subscriber. This also enables those who cannot read conventional print to have access to newspapers on NFB-NEWSLINE when traveling throughout the United States.    www.nfb.org/newsline1.htm
Reader's Digest Fund for the Blind, Inc.; Box 241, Mount Morris, IL 61054; 1-800-877-5293; Large type publications, Reader's Digest in large print. www.rd.com/store
Recorded Books, Inc.; LLC 270 Skipjack Road, Prince Frederick, MD 20678; 410-535-1304, 800-638-1304; Unabridged books on audio tape. www.recordedbooks.com
Richmond Times-Dispatch; Media General Inc., 333 East Franklin Street, Richmond, VA 23219; 804-649-6000; Mailing address: P.O. Box 85333, Richmond, VA 23293-0001;  804-649-6000 – Newspaper/Richmond Times-Dispatch online.  www.timesdispatch.com
Shadows in the Dark; 4600 Pine Hill Road, Shreveport, LA 71107; 318-459-2233; Braille greeting cards. www.shadowsinthedark.com
Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired Library and Resource Center, LRC; 395 Azalea Ave, Richmond, Virginia 23227; 804-371-3661 - Voice/TTY, 800-552-7015 - Voice/TTY; The Library and Resource Center is a component of the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI) from which two fundamental programs are administered. Library services are offered to persons who are physically disabled, visually disabled, hearing impaired or reading disabled. Resource Center services are provided to local school divisions to support education of visually impaired and blind children.   www.vdbvi.org/lrc.htm
Waldenbooks; Waldenbooks Customer Service; 100 Phoenix Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108; 800-322-2000; Richmond - 804-740-1253; Books and periodicals. www.waldenbooks.com
Radio

Hampton Roads Voice f/t Print Handicapped; WHRO‑FM, 5200 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23508; 757-889-9400; Radio reading service for eastern Virginia.    www.whro.org
National Public Radio; 635 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20001; 202-513-2000; Listing of radio reading services.    www.npr.org/members/midatlantic.html#va
Valley Voice; Valley Voice, WMRA, P. O. Box 1292, Harrisonburg, VA 22803; 540-568‑3811, 1-800-677-9672;  Valley Voice is a radio reading service for the print handicapped.  They serve Shenandoah Valley residents who are blind, who suffered from visual problems or others who cannot hold a book, turn pages, or focus on print material.  Valley Voice uses special subcarrier radio or cable TV channels to deliver the service free of charge to viewers.  The radios are loaned to qualified individuals.    www.jmu.edu/wmra/voice.html
Virginia Voice for the Print Handicapped; 395 Azalea Avenue, Richmond, VA 23227; 804-266-2477; Virginia Voice for the Print Handicapped is a non-profit radio reading service for those who are unable to read for themselves because of visual impairment or other disability.  Virginia Voice broadcasts daily an organized program of reading of printed material, including newspapers, magazines, books, and publications of various organizations.  The readings are broadcast by way of closed circuit, utilizing the subcarriers of public radio stations, WCVE-FM in Richmond, and WHRO-FM in Norfolk.  For reception of this service, Virginia Voice provides specially manufactured radios, on a loan basis, to print handicapped people within the broadcast areas.   www.virginiavoice.org
WVTF Radio Reading Service; WVTF-FM, 4235 Electric Road SW, Suite 105, Roanoke, VA 24014; 540-989-8900 - Roanoke, 540-387-5000 - Blacksburg, 800-856-8900; WVTF Radio Reading Service is a public service to the Virginia Tech Foundation and operates on the WVTF subcarrier, hidden portion of the signal and can not be picked up by regular radios.  Persons will require subcarrier receiver in order to access the signal.  The service is free.  www.wvtf.org
Sports/ Camps/ Outdoor Leisure

American Blind Bowling Association;  6317 Phillips Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15217; 412-421-1861; Membership group of blind bowlers, over 2,000 in the U.S. and Canada. They also sell bowling rails, 12ft. length available plus 3ft. extensions available.
Burkeville Lodge; Virginia Association of Workers for the Blind, 4222 Bonniebank Road, Richmond, VA 23234; 804-275-7300; Located just outside the small town of Burkeville in rural, central Virginia, the Burkeville Lodge is a low-cost, specially adapted recreational facility for persons with vision problems. It is one of only a few such facilities in the nation and the only place of its kind in Virginia. Vacationing in an unfamiliar environment can present difficulties for persons who are visually impaired. www.lions24b.org/vawblind/burkeville.htm
Challenge Aspen; 533 E. Main Street, Aspen, CO  81661; 970-925-9511; Challenge Aspen provides recreational and culturally experience for individuals who have mental or physical disabilities. They encourage family and friends to share in these experiences. www.challengeaspen.com
Christian Record Services/National Camps for Blind Children; 4444 South 52nd Street, P.O. Box 6097, Lincoln, NE 68506; 402 488-0981, 402-488-1902 TTY; Provides free Christian publications and programs for persons with visual or hearing impairments. Languages: Sign language (video tapes and summer camping programs), easy Reading English (for the deaf), magazines, books, newsletter in Spanish - magazines in large print. Program provides camping experience at well-equipped sites offering safety precautions, trained staff, insurance coverage and adapted recreational activities.    www.theplanningcouncil.org/tpcdatabase/iw0mdd7d.htm  or  www.christianrecord.org
FlagHouse; 601 Flaghouse Drive, Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604-3116; 800-793-7900; Provides beep ball equipment for the blind.  www.flaghouse.com
Information and Resource Referral Project; Mississippi State University Rehabilitation Research and Training Center on Blindness and Low Vision, P.O. Box 6189, Mississippi State, MS 39762; 800-675-7782, 662-325-2694, TDD - 662-325-8693; Blind sports and recreation resources.  www.blind.msstate.edu/irr/sport.html#a
International Blind Sports Association; 202-467-5081 - office, 202-363-8334 - answering machine; The organization of sporting activities and competitions is a fundamental part of IBSA's aims.  www.ibsa.es/welcome.htm
National Beep Baseball Association; 2231 West 1st Avenue, Topeka, KS  66606-1304; 785-234-2156; The NBBA is a representative national organization which assists, promotes, encourages and develops amateur beep baseball programs throughout the United States and internationally.  www.nbba.org
National Park Services; National Park Foundation, P.O. Box 34108,
Washington, DC 20043-4108; 888-467-2757; Golden Access Passports free to blind for federal parks, monuments, and recreation areas.  www.nps.gov/parks/passes_fees.htm
United States Association of Blind Athletes; 33 N. Institute Street, Brown Hall, Suite 015, Colorado Springs, CO 80903; 719-630-0422; The mission of the United States Association of Blind Athletes is to increase the number and quality of grassroots-through-competitive, world-class athletic opportunities for Americans who are blind or visually impaired. We do this by providing athlete and coach identification and support, program and event management, and national and international representation.      www.usaba.org/Pages/vision.html
Upshaw Institute for the Blind; 16625 Grand River Avenue, Detroit, MI 48227; 
313-272-3900; Assemble links to web sites and other resources of a recreational nature.   www.upshawinst.org/rec.htm
BIBLES AND OTHER WRITINGS

Assemblies of God Whitney Library for the Blind; 1445 Boonville Avenue, Springfield, MO 65802; 417-862-2781 Ext. 1240; Provides denominational materials in Braille, cassette and large print. Maintains a cassette and Braille lending library for the blind and physically handicapped, which is available to all denominations.    www.careministries.org/agwlb.html
Aurora Ministries – Bible Alliance; P.O. Box 621, Bradenton, FL 34206; 941-748-3031; Bible on cassette tape, religious materials on cassette tape.    www.auroraministries.org
Braille Bible Foundation; P.O. Box 948307, Maitland, FL 32794; 407-834-3688; Provides the King James Version of the Bible in grade 2 Braille. Produces a Braille concordance in three volumes, which is available on request. Also has other testimonial type material available in Braille.     www.careministries.org/bbf.html
Christian Services for the Blind International, Inc.; 11241 Fair Oaks Avenue, P.O. Box 26, South Pasadena, CA, 94031; 626-799-3935, 888-511-5935; Provides Christian materials in Braille and on cassette tape including periodicals such as "Decision", "Focus on the Family", "Our Daily Bread" and "Job Power for Living" magazines. Suggested support for magazine subscriptions is $15.00 annually. Also maintains a free lending library.    www.careministries.org/csbi.html
Braille Circulating Library; 2700 Stuart Avenue, Richmond, VA 23220; 804-359-3743; A circulating library of religious materials including missionary biographies, devotionals, Bible studies, doctrinal materials and music available in Braille, large print and on cassette for 6 week loan to those who are print disabled. Includes special resources for children and youth and some materials in Spanish.     www.careministries.org/bcl.html
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints Services for the Visually Handicapped; 50 East North Temple, Room 2445, Salt Lake City, UT 84150; 801-531-2475, 800-645-4949; The Ensign Magazine on Talking Book, spiritual books and lessons in Braille, disk, and cassette.  www.lds.org
Forward Movement Publications; Sponsored by the Episcapol Church; 412 Sycamore, Street; Cincinnati, OH 45202; 513-721-6659; Forward-day-by-day, published in Braille  

Jewish Braille Institute of America; 110 East 30th Street, New York, NY 10016; 800-433-1531; Produces and distributes Braille and cassette Jewish materials in a variety of languages including Hebrew, English, Yiddish, Russian, German, Romanian. Has children’s and adult materials and maintains a lending library. www.jbilibrary.org
Lutheran Braille Workers; P.O. Box 5000, Yucaipa, CA 92399-1450; 909-795-8977; Bibles and selected religious books available upon request in Braille and large print at no cost.  
lbwbraille@aol.com


MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES          

Blind-Novel-Tees; P.O. Box 460, New Tazewell, TN 37824; 423-626-2075; Hats, T-shirts and nightshirts with print and Braille.    www.bntonline.com
Handi-Hams; Courage HANDI-HAM System, 3915 Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley, MN  55422; 763-520-0512;  Handi-Hams is an amateur radio and technology group for people with disabilities. Here was a hobby that could open a window to the world! A person with the most severe disabilities could stand as an equal with fellow hams in the world of Amateur Radio!  www.mtn.org/handiham 

Hot Braille; HotBraille.com; 2601 Mountaingate Way, Oakland, CA 94611; HotBraille.com is the leading provider of web-based communication tools for the visually impaired, their friends and family. Here you can send Braille letters, learn the Braille alphabet, meet new people, and connect with over 15,500 other HotBraille members.    www.HotBraille.com
Shadows in the Dark; 4600 Pine Hill Road, Shreveport, LA 71107; 318-459-2233; Provider of Braille greeting cards and specialty gift items.    www.shadowsinthedark.com
The Virginia Eye Institute and the Virginia Rehabilitation Center Volunteer Council are not responsible for content and advertising on websites and linked pages listed within this resource directory.

For additional copies of this Resource Directory, please visit

www.vaeye.com or www.lions24b.org/VRCBVC
Forward all inquires, corrections, deletions and additions to Marshall Jordan

804-371-3151 or via E-Mail at JORDANMI@DBVI.State.VA.US
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